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from contemporary Jewish composers
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the world premiere of
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in honor of Rabbi Mintz and Naomi
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Friday,!
Level)
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Schedule of Services
March! 6! 7:15!PM! Shabbat Service for Young Children; Tot Shabbat (Lower

Saturday,!March! 7!10:00!AM! Shabbat Torah Study

Monday,! March! 9! 7:00! PM! Purim Service with Megillah Reading

March!13! 8:00! PM! Shabbat Evening Service

Saturday,!March!14!10:00! AM! Shabbat Service#N Alison Nyer Bat Mitzvah; Jr. Congregation
(Lower Level)

March!20! 8:00! PM! Shabbat Evening Service#NChoir Service

Saturday,!March!21!10:00! AM! Shabbat Service#N Michaela Caplan Bat Mitzvah

March!27! 8:00! PM! Shabbat Evening Service#

Saturday,'March!28!10:00! AM! Shabbat Service#N Max Ahern Bar Mitzvah; Jr. Congregation

and KOtonton Shabbat (Lower Level)
# - Denotes services conducted by Rabbi and Cantor

Not So Random Thoughts
Rabbi Lewis Mintz
978"263"3061

As | write these words in mid-February, | bnd
myself recalling with great pleasure the many enjoy -
able and powerful experiences | shared with our
CBE group during our visit to Israel just one year
ago this very week. At the same time, | bnd myself
imagining with great anticipation our next trip one
year from now this very week.

| am so proud of the wide range of opportunities
for Judaic religious, cultural, educational and com -
munal expression we offer all age groups at Beth
Elohim. Among them, Israel-related programs and
activities are one important aspect of our mission to
help our congregants strengthen their Jewish iden-
tity. Providing information and encouragement re -
garding travel to IsraelNby adults, college students,
families, and our teensNis one component of this.
Towards that end, for over a decade, the CBE com
munity has offered The Amy Sara Naparstek Israel
Scholarship to provide partial assistance to deserw
ing young adults in our congregation to participate
in recognized teen summer programs in Israel.

This fund was established and continues to be

(continued on the next page)

Meet Glass Artist Michele Gurlove
Meet glass artist and creator#of our sanctu
ary art, Michele Gutlove, on March 15th at
2:30#PM. Michele will give a slide presentation
and talk. There will be a dessert reception and
an opportunity to purchase art pieces.

Presidentls Message
Sue Wachter
smrwachter@yahoo.com

The winds of winter continue to blow as we face
the most difbcult Pnancial environment in years. We
have always tried to keep our costs in check, creat
ing a balanced and fair budget. Our yearly budget is
based on anticipated income and expenditure as
sumptions. For instance, the number of congrega
tion members, the number of children in the Relig -
ious School correlate to both income and expenses.
This year we have had unanticipated expenses. For
instance, while we budget for snow removal in any
year, this yearOs storms are about to exceed our
planned budget for the year. The overall economy is
affecting many in our community, some who will
need dues abetments to get through Pnancially dif-
Pcult times. Our commitment is clear; we will not
turn away any member because of their inability to
fully pay their dues. However, that means that we
will need to Pnd other sources of revenue to offset
the loss of that revenue. We will do this by keeping
our expenditures as tight as possible, and by fund
raising as much as we can in these difbcult times.
This year we created fund raisers that will raise
critical funds for our community while also provid -
ing you with a bit of fun, good humor and friend -
ship. Your continued support through these times is
essential to our present and our future.

In March we have a plethora of events that are
sure to entice you back to the synagogue. Purim
comes early in the month and our annual Purim
Schpiel promises to be as fun and imaginative as

(continued on the next page)
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President!s Message (continued)

ever. For those who donOt know, the Purim Schpiel is
a play written, produced and directed at CBE that
mimics the Purim story in creative ways. While | am
not allowed to reveal this yearOs theme, in years past
we have been treated to Sesame Schpiel, Saturday
Night Schpiel, and Grease Schpiel among others.
This year there are two opportunities to see the
Schpiel. The brst, on Saturday March 7th at OMy Big
Fat Purim Party,O is a fund raiser hosted by Ellen
Valade and our fund raising team. Ellen says,
OWhile the schpielers will bring Shushan to life on
the stage-weOll bring Persia to life in the social hall.
There will be entertainment, hors dOoeuvres, and
desserts. So come, and enjoy an adult night on our
town.O By attending this event, you can help the
congregation and have some fun while youOre at it.
On Sunday morning March 8th, the Schpiel will be
presented again for the Religious School, the price of
admission is a can of beans or rice to be donated to
local food pantries.

On Sunday March 15th, the Sisterhood will host
Michele Gutlove the artist who created the beautiful
glass sculptures in the sanctuary. Michele will speak
about the process of creating the artwork in addition
to her own artistic journey. On Friday March 20th,
the CBE Choir under the direction of Judy Kramer
will present Shabbat Shira, our annual service of
Jewish choral music from around the world. We are
so fortunate to have a congregation willing to share
their talents with the community. Please check the
calendar section of The Starand look for STAR Lite
for updates on all our programming throughout the
spring.

Kudos to the Adult Education and Family Edu -
cation, committees along with Sisterhood and Broth-
erhood who sponsored our very successful Artist/
Scholar-in-Residence Program last month. Dr.
Hankus Netsky taught us so much about the history
and evolution of Klezmer music and its inBuence on
both Jewish and American cultures. His enthusiasm
was contagious as he entertained and taught us how
to be Klezmorim (Jewish musicians).

The CBE community is a special one with so
many willing to contribute in different ways
throughout the year. We are grateful to all of you
who put your time, effort and talent into making the
CBE community an exciting, thriving and compas -
sionate community.! !

Come to Shabbat Torah Study on March 7.

Not So Random Thoughts (continued)

maintained by the CBE community, together with
AmyOs family and friends, for two major purposes:
To maintain an ongoing, living memorial within our
community to a truly outstanding young woman;
and to encourage in our young a commitment to
Israel, Jewish life, Jewish study, and social ae
tionNvalues which Amy exemplibed so well.

These scholarships are awarded each spring, at
Conbrmation. Among the qualities we seek in can-
didates are:

¥Commitment to Jewish learning - by being

enrolled in or graduates of our
conbPrmation program;
¥Commitment to service to the synagogue
by volunteering or assisting in an aspect of
synagogue or religious school life;

¥Commitment to Jewish community by
demonstrating involvement in Jewish
youth activities within our own
congregation and the broader Jewish
community; and

¥Commitment to tikkun olanisocial action -

through involvement in social action or
community service projects.

It is my hope that you will keep this fund in
mind among your tzedakapriorities and that those
families with students in high school will give seri -
ous consideration the many varied Israel program
opportunities available to our young people. If you
would like further information regarding such pro -
grams, please contact me, Leann or Heidi.! !

How to Reach Us
Telephone
The synagogue telephone number is
978"263"3061. Individuals can be reached at
these extensions:

Rabbi Mintz! 2
Cantor Spierer! 7
Judy Budiansky! 1
Leann Shamash! 3
Heidi Lovitz! 4
Web Site
Our congregation web site,

www.bethelohim.org , includes the online
edition of The Star as well as a variety of
other information including the bookstore link
(Amazon.com) and a form for making a
donation
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The People of Chelm Want To KnowE
Bob Ferrara
978b263D8642

The long and rich history of Judaism is so much
more accessible to everyone today, even to the ste
ried people of Chelm. Members of our MeOah and
adult education classes have studied this abundant
past and wanted to share what we have learned
with others who might also enjoy it. So this column
was devised and each month there are three ques
tions, usually from different eras. Most are fairly
difpcult questions, and you should be congratulated
for trying to wrestle with any of them. These were
asked in this column a few years ago, but in differ -
ent form. If you donOt know an answer, you will bnd
it on page 8. Please share your new knowledge with
your neighbors, fellow congregants, and especially
the people of Chelm.

1.#0f all JudaismOs texts, the Five Books of Moses
are of course the most revered. Each has a very fa
miliar English name, like Genesis. The correspond-
ing Hebrew name is also widely recognized by Jews
of many different native tongues. The Hebrew name
is typically taken from the Prst (or brst signibcant)
word in that Book. For example, Genesis is known
as BOreishit, the very brst Hebrew word in the Bible,
meaning Oin the beginning.O From the choices be
low, can you identify the correct Hebrew name and
meaning for each of the other four books of the To-
rah: Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy?
Here are the choices for Hebrew names:

Shabbat Learner!s Class

Please join Cantor Spierer for a lively, in-
teractive exploration of Shabbat prayers and
their ability to connect us to community, to
ourselves, and to God. Whether you have never
attended services before or never miss a week,
this class will be an opportunity to sing, learn,
share your thoughts, deepen your understand -
ing, ask your questions, and gain comfort with
the service and prayers. Each week we will fo-
cus on a new section of the Shabbat morning
liturgy.

No Hebrew reading experience is neces
sary. All class sessions are independent, so
please feel encouraged to come for just one ses
sion or for all.

Our next class is Tuesday, March 24,
7:30-8:30#PM. RSVPs are always welcome td
cantorsarra@bethelohim.org

¥Va-yikra OHe called;0

¥DOvarim OThese are the words;O

¥BOmidbar OIn the wilderness;O and

¥ShOmot OThese are the names.O

2.#For one glorious weekend last month, Beth
Elohim hosted Hankus Netsky as our OArtist in
Residence.O Hankus, a great scholar and musician,
played and lectured to packed, enthusiastic audi-
ences of all ages. As Director of the Klezmer Conser
vatory Band, he has toured the world and been a
major bgure in the revival of Yiddish music, espe-
cially Klezmer. One group of instrumentalists in par -
ticular appreciates this new found popularity of
Klezmer. Which group? (Hint: it is not the drum -
mers or pianists.)

3.#Hankus is Vice President of Education at the
renowned National Yiddish Book Center in western
Massachusetts. The CenterOs staff has performed
miracles in preserving works written in Yiddish, the
language that glued together the Jews of central and
Eastern Europe for close to thousand years. Though
Yiddish is written using the Hebrew alphabet and
uses some Hebrew words, its basic structure and
grammar has other roots entirely. On what language
is this once popular language based? As it became
the lingua franca of Ashkenazi Jews, the number and
geographic spread of its speakers were aided by a
population boom that lasted almost up to the Holo -
caust. In fact, at its peak Yiddish was the most com
mon language in all the Jewish worldwide commu -
nities. Can you guess what fraction of the worldOs
Jews were Yiddish speakers in the early twentieth
century? Was it a quarter, and a third, a half, or three
quarters?! !

An Invitation from Naomi Katz Mintz

101l be saying Shehcheyanu on March 17th as
I mark my 60th birthday.

The friendship and support that so many of
you shared with me over the past two years
make me both humble and grateful as | mark
this day.

For that reason, | would like to invite you to
a thank-you celebration in your honor on Tues -
day, March 17th, 5:30 B 7:30#PM at CBE.

If you are able to join us, please reply no
later than Wednesday, March 11th
(njkm@aol.com or 978"263"6766).

No gifts, please.
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Adult Education News
Waky
978"263"1495

As | write this, there is hope of spring in the air
(I know, itOs New England, donOt get too excited
about a couple of days in the 50s when itOs only Feb
ruaryE)

| am just coming off an enormous highNthe
sound of Klezmer music in my soul. We had the
most amazing week- 5
end with Hankus
Netsky, who is not |
only an amazing mu-:
sician and knowl -
edgeable historian of
Yiddish culture, but
just a fascinating and
charismatic personal-
ity. He entertained
us; he informed us; |

dren; he engaged u
artistically and intel -
lectually; we had a ton of funNthe place was
rockinO.

Though | have thanked so many people pri-
vately for making this enormous enterprise happen,
| wanted to make sure that you all knew how many
people it takes to create 3 days of programming of
this type, so | want to put their names out there,
publicly. Please, please let me know and my hum-
blest apologies if | forget anyone. When you see
these people, shake their hands, give them a hug,
support their businesses. Special thanks go to:

Bob FerraraNhe thought of the idea to have
Hankus join us in this kind of weekend. It was a nice
change from the usual academic type of scholar that
has become our norm.

Of course, no function at the synagogue would
succeed without Judy BudianskyOs help. No matter
where you turn, sheOs there with the info and with
the helpful hint to make everything perfect.

To Clark, we give a huge thanks for all his com-
ings and goings, even when we were in his way and
giving him counter directions as we changed our
minds.

Ellen Valade was there with her gracious bPnan-
cial support from the Al Valade Memorial Adult Ed
fund for special programming; this always lets us
afford something just a little more special than we
might have otherwise dreamed of.

Barbara Bender always creates wonderful lobby

posters that catch the eye and invite you to exciting
venues. She also got us wine for Saturday evening to
keep us merry!

Bob Becker helped with publicity and website
exposureNthanks!

Hats off to the phone callers: Sharon Malkin, Sal
Lopes, Karen Siegel, Roz Malin, and Jill Shaya. We
are not so great at RSVPing in our community, and
this makes it hard to determine how much food to
buy ... Callers reminded folks to tell Judy B. they
were coming. And still, we had 55 respondents and
150 attendees!

Debbie Namias kept our kitchen requests on
track.

Michelle Siegert and Debra Cryer answered all
my Pnancial questions and made sure our entertain-
ers were paid in a timely manner.

What is music without sound? Marty Krasnick
spent literally hours and hours setting up sound sys -
tems so that all the wonderful performances could
be heard just right.

For Cantor SarraNwhat an amazing service Fri-
day nightNwell thought out, well executed; a great
kickoff to our weekend. And her singing on Satur -
day was a huge hit. Of course, thanks to Rick Mar-
golies on clarinet and Bill Barabash on violin (or
should | say ObddleO?) who enhanced the service
enormously.

Our Rabbi was involved in so many aspects, as
he always is, from helping to plan services to his
wonderful leadership and introductions. What an
MC!

Barbara Michaelsen is a fabulous cook! She
served a terribc Shabbat dinner for a small crowd,;
you should hire her for any catering you need, for
sure.

Thanks to the Maitland, Bowe and Cheney fami-
lies for a fantastic Oneg, despite the large crowd we
had.

Heidi Lovitz was in on all our idea gathering
and planning each piece of the weekendNthanks!
And thanks to Family Ed for cosponsoring the
weekend.

Bob Becker, Dan Klein, Rosalie & Gary Mauser
provided a great Kiddush for after Torah study.

Thanks to Marsha Martin for help with Saturday
setup.

Avrom Mlotek, who knew we had such a tal -
ented singer in our Midrasha staff, and from a fa-
mous Yiddish theatrical family? TeensNyou should
have him perform for you sometime!

(continued on the next page)
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Adult Education News (continued)

Brotherhood and SisterhoodNthanks for gra -
ciously hosting our breakfast.

To Shmaltz (our very own CBE Klezmer band):
Linda Borghesani on piccolo, Alex Handler on gui -
tar, Rick Margolies on clarinet, Bill Barabash on vio-
lin, Josh Stein on drums, David Fink and Amy Mi -
chelson on keyboards, led by Howard Woro-
naNwhat fun, and 10Om sure the kids loved knowing
all of you and seeing you work with our Star Artist.

Thanks to Leann for her contagious spirit. She
was also in on the original planning and OfoundO
Avrom for us.

To Toby and Corey Shaya, who were shlepped
here and there and who added so much in their
companionship and their willingness to do abso -
lutely anything we needed.

Most of all, thanks to Deena Ferrara for prepar-
ing almost all the food by herself and to both she
and Jill Shaya for constant advice, calming me on a
daily basis.

No, most of all, to Hankus (and Yaeko and Ja
cob), what a gift, what a weekend.
It takes a village to rock a shul!! !

Social Action Committee News
Eddie Rubin# rubin@kenetinc.com
Ellen Maiman# ellenmaiman@yahoo.com

Upcoming Events:

Our next Household Goods Recycling Ministry
(HGRM) day is Sunday, March 8th, from 1-4p#PM.
We continue to need people (adults and teenagers)
to help out so please consider signing up for this
one. As always, please contact Ellen Maiman at
ellenmaiman@yahoo.com for more information or
to sign up.

We are trying to schedule a work day through
Habitat for Humanity in March. The location will be
Bedford. If you are interested contact Eddie Rubin,
rubin@kenetinc.com . More details to follow.

Please join congregants at Kerem Shalom on
March 14 for what promises to be a fascinating dis-
cussion with two representatives from Combatants
for Peace. The OCombatants for PeaceO movement
was started jointly by Palestinians and Israelis, who
have taken an active part in the cycle of violence;
Israelis as soldiers in the Israeli army (IDF) and Pat
estinians as part of the violent struggle for Palestin-
ian freedom. After brandishing weapons for so
many years, and having seen one another only
through weapon sights, they have decided to put
down their guns and to bght for peace. The talk will
run from 4-6#PM and be followed by Havdalah. Do-
nations to cover travel expenses for the Combatants
for Peace speakers are most welcome.! !

MetroWest Jewish Day School Programs

The monthly Maccabee Club will meet on
Sunday, March 8 at 9:30#AM to bake delicious
hamentashen. The Maccabee Club programs
are designed for 4-5 year olds and are led by
MWJDS faculty who creatively use art, music,
Hebrew, math and science to celebrate and
learn about Jewish holidays and customs.

The annual Community Purim Ball will be
held on Tuesday March 10 at 4:00#PM. Join the
exciting crowd for entertainment, a costume
parade, games, crafts and goodies. For a Pu
rim mitzvah, please bring kosher soup to do -
nate to Lucy and JoeOs Food Pantry at Jewish
Family Service of MetroWest.

The Whimsical Wednesday program on
March 18 at 9:15#AM is hour of fun for 2-4 year
olds. It features songs, stories, dance and
crafts. Parents and grandparents, please join
the fun!

Come and see MWJDSOs wonderful class
rooms and staff, in a setting which delivers a
top notch, integrated Judaic and general stud-
ies education. The next Open House is on
Tuesday,#March 24, 7:00#PM

To attend any of these programs, please
email Admission Director, Sara Sinai at
sara.sinai@mwjds.org . For further infor -
mation, please call 508"620"5554 or visit
www.mwjds.org
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Answers For the People of Chelm
and Any Other Curious Souls

the center of the Jewish faith, so naturally the
names of these Books have been a center of atten
tion throughout the ages. The English names are
familiar enough, but not, at least to most of us, the
original Hebrew names. As noted in the initial

question, the Hebrew name is usually taken from

the prst signibcant word in the text of that Book.

Genesis begins with the word BOreishit, which is
its Hebrew name meaning Oin the beginning.O
Exodus opens with a listing of the names of Ja

names of the sons of IsraelE.O The Hebrew name
of the priestly Book of Leviticus is its Prst word,

Va-yikra, or Ohe called.O In the initial verse of this
book, the Lord calls to Moses giving him instruc -

tions on proper sacribce. The Book of Numbers is
a chronicle of IsraelOs journey through the desert.
Its Hebrew name, BOmidbar, means, Oin the wl

wilderness of Sinai, telling him to take a census
(i.e. determine the Numbers) of the whole Israelite
community. The Book of Deuteronomy is one long
speech by Moses just before his death. The He

are the words that Moses addressed to all Israel on
the other side of the JordanE.O A rose by any

1.#The Five Books of Moses, the Torah, are at

derness,O the deserts of Judea and Sinai. In the
opening passages, the Lord speaks to Moses in the

brew name DOvarim, meaning, Othese are the
words,O comes directly from the brst lines, OThese

cobOs sons, and so is known as ShOmot, Hebrew for
Othe namesO as in its initial passage OThese are the

other name may indeed smell as sweet, but itOs
hard to conceive of the Torah without these names.

2.#The clarinetists are especially grateful for
the Klezmer revival which Hankus Netsky helped
usher in. They have not had it so good since Benny
GoodmanOs OswingO era of the 1930s. The claring
is a standard instrument in Klezmer bands, and
frequently has the lead. Incidentally, Benny
Goodman started out as a Klezmer musician be
fore switching.

3.#The Yiddish (meaning OJewishO) language
grew out of German. The home territory was the
Rhine valley around the turn of the brst millen -
nium where Jewish communities adopted the
German spoken around them, while borrowing
many Hebrew words. Jews migrated east as trade
and settlement spread throughout Poland and
later to the Ukraine, and they took their vernacu -
lar language with them. All the while it was grow -
ing more expressive and grafting new words on
top of its German grammar. Thanks to the excep-
tionally high birth rates of the Ashkenazi Jews,
especially in the 1800s and early 1900s, the num
ber of Yiddish speakers reached 11 million people,
or three quarters of the worldOs Jewish population
just before World War II. Today, because of the
Holocaust and assimilation, it is spoken by per-
haps 4 million at least but thanks to the efforts of
Aaron Lansky, Hankus Netsky, and so many oth -
ers inside and outside the National Yiddish Book
Center, it is undergoing quite a revival.

—

Brotherhood News

Don Hoban#

978"635"9928#
brotherhood@bethelohim.org

The Scholar-in-Residence Breakfast was a suc
cessNpbnally no snow!Nand the hot breakfast by
Hoban & Company was a great addition. There will
be another Brotherhood Breakfast on March 22 with
yet another fabulous speaker, Carole Simpson, for
merly a news anchor for NBC and ABC weekend
news.

The OHoly Land Hardball®O program with Dan
Duquette and Nate Fish was a splendid suc-
cessNkudos to Sal Lopez, Art Shane for putting the
program together and the Brothers-in-the-Kitchen
for helping turn the social hall into Fenway for a few
hours with the hot dogs, pop corn and beer (?)E

Purim is here! So, the Purim Carnival is on

Andrew Gruskay
978"266"2971

March 8 from about 11:15#AM to 1:30#PM. WeOre
looking forward to seeing all of the kids, young and
old, have fun during the day between the watching
the Purim Shpiel and/or participating in the Carni -
val. Some people have stepped forward to help dur-
ing the Carnival for either kitchen duty or helping
out in the Carnival, but we could use a few more.

We are still taking applications for membership
at $18 for the remainder of the current year.! !

Save the Date: May 14th at 7:30$PM
CBE Sisterhood and Hadassah Presents
Marsha Mirkin, Ph.D with a talk on "Eve and
Adam."
"Mirkin is a passionate storyteller who en -
ables us to see ourselves in each story she tells."
! NHarriet Learner, Ph.D.
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My Israel Connection
Rachel Katz

My trip to Israel is something | will never forget.
| traveled with a group of other teens on a Camp
Tevya Leadership experience called Dor LOdor (gen
eration to generation). They told us at the beginning

of the trip, it would be physically demanding,

stretch us to accomplish things we never thought we
could and help us to bnd the leaders within us. For
me, it was a trip that helped debne my life. Yes, |
always heard about Israel in Hebrew School but it
was not something | could really relate to on a per-
sonal level. Climbing Masada, swimming in the
Dead Sea, praying at the Wailing Wall and living
with Israeli and American teens for a summer left
me with a very real understanding of what it meant
to be living in the homeland of my ancestors.

When we Pprst arrived, | couldnOt believe it, eve
rything looked so magical. When we met with our
Israeli counselors, we immediately felt a bond. They
shared stories about their lives, adventures in the
army and general experiences. There were many,
many hikes that summer. The moment that really
tested me was a Owater hike.O Yes, the entire 15 mile
hike was spent sloshing through water that was
anywhere from ankle high to waist deep, with
strenuous climbs. Oh yeah did | mention it was the
middle of summer and one of the hottest on record?
There were moments that | thought: | canOt make
itNthere is no way! When | reached the end of the
hike, making it to the top, | felt a sense of accom
plishment that was amazing. | knew | could do any -
thing; | just had to believe in myself.

During my trip, | met all kinds of Israelis: relig -
ious, secular, immigrants. Helping out in a hospital
and working in a childrenOs center, gave me a chance
to get a glimpse of what everyday life was like. Each
person | met had their own unique story. The one
that touched me the most was from a woman who
lost her eldest son in a terrorist attack. She wrote a

childrenOs book to help her younger son cope with
the pain and loss of his brother. The book has helped
many other children cope with their own loss.

When it was time to leave, | felt as if | was leav-
ing a part of myself and | knew | would be changed
forever by my
experience. |
highly rec-
ommend that
everyone :1__“ =
travel to Israel |-
at some points
in their life. It
is no exag
geration to
say that my
trip to lIsrael
was a debning moment for my life.! !

CBE Winter Film Series Continues

Come get out of the cold and join us
watching a series of wonderful PIms this
winter. All blms start at 7:30#PM. No charge.

March 17th:! Jellybsh2007)

The stories of three disparate women
intersect at a Tel Aviv wedding. Newly sin -
gle Batiya (Sarah Adler) works with the ca-
tering crew; Filipina Joy (Ma-nenita De La-
torre) attends the event as the caregiver of
an elderly woman; and the bride (Noa Knol -
ler) sees her honeymoon dreams go up in
smoke. Directed by popular Israeli novelist
Etgar Keret and his screenwriter wife, Shira
Geffen, the bIm won the Camera dOOr at
Cannes.

March 31st:! Arranged(2007)

When Rochel and NasiraNan Orthodox
Jew and a Muslim, respectivelyNmeet as
new teachers at a Brooklyn school, cowork-
ers and students expect friction. But the
women discover they have a shared expece
tation of entering into arranged marriages.
As they experience tension between their
traditional cultures and life in contempo -
rary America, Rochel and Nasira form a
special bond.

! -9-



Congregation Beth Elohim!

THE STAR!

March 2009

Join Weight Watchers Now
New Momentum Program!

ThereOs help for your 2009 resolution to get
in shape, lose some extra pounds and learn how
to keep it offN\Weight Watchers meeting at CBE!
Convenient meeting place with a built-in sup -
port team! If you are interested in attending#our
meetings on Wednesday evenings at 7:00#PM,
please email Sue atsegerr@comcast.net #to
say your interested.#The cost depends on how
many weeks we decide to continue for; however,
if you want to attend before the next session
startsNjust show up. (Cost per week will be ap -
proximately $12 to 13).#Men and women wel
come. Or, join as a Ocouple® and support one
another while making a commitment to yourself
to get healthier!

The Joy of Shabbat
Judy Kramer
Judy.kramer@comcast.net

The Beth Elohim Choir, along with Rabbi Mintz
and Cantor Spierer, invites everyone to its annual
music Shabbat on Friday, March 20 at 8:00#PM. Each
year the choir prepares a service blled with beautiful
and wide-ranging settings of the various parts of the
Friday evening liturgy. We have presented music
from many periods of history as well as many dif -
ferent regions of the world. This year we bring back
some of our favorite composers and pieces from past
years, as well as some excellent new music.

We are especially pleased to be presenting the
world premier of OElohai Neshama,O by Cantor
Robbie Solomon. This work was commissioned over
two years ago in honor of Rabbi Mintz and NaomiOs
30 years of service to our community. It is a beautiful
and soulful piece, with chant-like components as
well as a joyous, almost gospel-like ending. Cantor
Solomon is well-known in the Jewish music world
as the composer of the anthems OLeaving Mother
RussiaO and OPeace by Piece,O as well as a complete
Friday evening service which the choir performed in
1996 with the composer as the guest cantor. He is a
member of the popular Jewish folk-pop group Sa-
fam. We are looking forward to premiering another
wonderful piece of music by one of our favorite
composers.

Other music in the program includes OHine Ma
TovO from the Abayudayah, the Jews of Uganda,
which the choir introduced last year, gorgeous set-
tings of OKi EleichaO and OShabbat HamalkahO, and

a setting of OLOchu Neranena,O which we commis
sioned in 2004 from Composer Robert Applebaum of
Chicago in 2004. It includes a great congregation
part, so bring your best voices!

All in all, we expect Friday, March 20 to be an
especially joyous Shabbat experience. We hope to see
you there!! !

Workshop for Parents and Educators

These workshops are designed for Parents
and Educators interested in understanding and
developing all aspects of the young child. Join
us on Wednesday, March 4 from 7:00-9:00#PM at
the JCC Early Learning Center Acton, at the
synagogue. Topics cover a broad range includ
ing health and nutrition, sensory integration and
art, engaging young children in the language
and conventions of math, learning a second lan-
guage and bnding your parenting voice. The fee
is $10 for the evening and teachers will receive 3
credits for attendance. For more information or
to register, please contact Helaine or Ronit
978"266"9988 or emaihkatz@jccgb.org

Want to know more about our Reggio
school. Our NAEYC accredited program offers
families with young children a safe and caring
environment that is dedicated to nurturing the
development of curious and caring, self-reliant
and self-conbdent young children. We are com-
mitted to excellence based on ref3ective practice.
The program is founded on the principle that
children learn by constructing understanding
based on experiences, they act as learners and
researchers. The focus is on each child, not con
sidered in isolation, but in relation to the family,
other children, the staff, the community and so -
ciety. A way of Jewish life is woven into our eve -
ryday program, creating opportunities for chil -
dren to make their own connection to rituals and
an understanding of Jewish values. We are cuk
turally diverse, open to children ages 15 months
through 5 years. Open year round 7:30#AM -
6:00#PM, part-day and full-day options for 3, 4,
or 5 days per week (2 days for toddler only). To
schedule a tour, contact Ronit Ben-Shir,
978"266"9988, rbenshir@jccgb.org or visit
our website www.jccearlylearning.org
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Chesed Happenings
Ellen Krueger
978"263"3107
Have you seen any robins? | have. Puffed up
and shivering in my yard, looking for worms that
are still too frozen to be pulled from the earth. But
the days are getting longer and hope springs anew
for the coming promise and warmth of spring. But
for now, most of us need a little spiritual lift. And
sometimes we need some concrete help from the
outside. Is there something that you need from the
Chesed Committee? It might be a ride, short-term
help with meals during an illness or inability to get
around? Need help grocery shopping? ThatOs the
kind of assistance Chesed is there to provide. 1tOs
conbdential. ItOs there to give you a boost when itOs
necessary. Please let us help if you are in need of it.
Call George Schaffer at 978"263"4341, or email to
chesed@bethelohim.org to get the ball rolling.
The Chesed Committee still needs help in one
area. If you know of news the CBE Community
should know, please call the ofbce or send an email
to chesed@bethelohim.org . We want to help the
Beth Elohim community be aware of whatOs going
on in the lives of fellow congregants via this article.
That way members can send a note of congratula
tions, encouragement, or sympathy to those in the
community who would appreciate it. Please pass
your news along. If we donOt know about it, we canOt
share it.
¥Mazal tov to Arye Hess on the engagement
of his son Adam to Erin McMenamin.
¥t is with great sadness that we note the
passing of Sandra Hersh, a longtime
member and supporter of Congregation
Beth Elohim, after a long and brave
struggle with illness. Our condolences go
out to her husband Larry Sime, as well as
her children Emily and Adam and their
families. We will all miss SandyOs warmth,
spirit and kindness.
¥Condolences to Don Harris on the death of
his father, Mr. Milton Harris.
¥Condolences to Sue Abrams on the death
of her mother-in-law, Mrs. Edith Abrams.
¥Condolences to Gennady Levitsky on the
death of his father, Roman Levitsky.
¥Condolences to Judy Hess on the passing
of her mother Antonia Hanstein.
¥Mazal tov to Ellen Valade on the birth of
her granddaughter Skylar Alden

Dress Up or Dress-UpN It!s Purim!

¥My Big Fat Purim Party = Purim Party +
Purim Schpiel + Raf3e and Silent Auction
at CBE Saturday, March 7, 7:30-10:30 PM.

¥WeOll re-create ancient Persia with food,
beads, belly dancer, juggler.

¥The Schpielers will re-create the Story of
Esther with humor and song.

¥Raff3e/silent auction will give you a chance
to win great things.

¥Cash bar. (The eventis for 21 and older)

¥| eave with your own shelach mendagift!

¥Admission $25. Cash and checks (made out
to CBE) at door.

¥Call for information: 978"263"3061.

¥See you there!

Raf3e/Silent Auction Items:
¥Hot air balloon rides (for 1, 2, or 4!)
¥Red Sox tickets
¥Celtics tickets
¥Choose a hot topic for a Rabbi Sermon
¥Chiropractic exam with full report (x2)
¥College admissions prep
¥EMS Tent and sleeping bag rental
¥Framed Red Sox history collage

Gift certibcates:

¥AnyaOs Hair Salon

¥Cast Iron Kitchen

¥Crossroads Cafe

¥DonelanOs

¥Facilitations

¥Not Your Average JoeOs

¥Ralph JordanOs

¥Roche Brothers

¥Teapot Tea Room

¥lsraeli jewelry

¥ ee Weaver portrait sitting

¥Local jewelry

¥Photos for framing (10)

¥Removable Mouthguard to stop snoring
¥Silk 0JZ0 ties from GouldOs (2)
¥Smoked turkey

¥Specialty challah

¥2 Wills with Trusts, Health Care proxies, DPAs

If you or your business have something to
donate to CBE, please contact Ellen Valade
ellenvalade @yahoo.com or David Barrat
dbarrats@verizon.net . Thanks!
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Sisterhood Membership
Helaine Katz
hkatz@jccgb.org

Do you wake up terribped in the middle of the
night that your friends have secretly sent blm foot -
age of your cluttered family room to Clean House.
Do you have a closet full of priceless treasures cot
lecting dust that were given to you by family and
friends. Then come join us and others like you-who
are looking for an answer to the chaos closing in on
them.

On March 12 at CBE from 7:00-9:00#PM, join
your fellow sisters for another of our Informal Gath -
erings based on common interests. Fondly titled,
OGet Organized, Get Informed and Sell Your Gold.O

We  will be
joined by Sue Pinsky;,
organizational con-
sultant, who will
help us uncover the
secrets to getting
organized. Learn
from Kerry Shrives,
V.P. Skinner, how to . %
discover if our treas-
ures have any value.
And Joan Olson, of J.
Olson Jewelers, will
give us a chance to L
sell back our useless
and broken pieces of
gold jewelry. Joan
will donate a per-
centage of the pro
ceeds to sisterhood.
What can you do with one earring anywayNunless
your kids are still dressing up as pirates.

All sisterhood members are free. These gather
ings are an opportunity to get together and socialize
so please bring either wine, appetizers or a dessert.!

@
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Sisterhood News
Karen Collins
978"264"4042/k.f.collins@comcast.net

Hello & Happy March from Sisterhood! We
hope youOve been enjoying your winter so far. We
have a lot of exciting programs planned for the
spring, so stay tuned into Sisterhood and please join
us. These include events published elsewhere in this
issue of The Starlike, OGet Organized, Get Informed
& Sell Your GoldO on March 12 (see above); Michele
Gutlove, Glass Artist, on March 15 (see pages 3 and

“The racw edding" Primhpi -
http:/mww.nyu.edu/classes/bkg/MK/MK_images/pages/purim.html

19); and Marsha Mirkin, on May 14 (see page 8).

As always, | feel the need to remind everyone
about some ongoing Sisterhood opportunities.

One is the Sisterhood Store. Shopping for a Bar
or Bat Mitzvah present, an engagement, wedding,
anniversary, birth or birthday has never been easier.
Just stop by the glass showcase in the lobby of CBE
to see a selection of our beautiful & unique gifts
from Ralph JordanOs.

A case Study: hosting Passover for the brst time.
A OyoungishO couple decides that they would like to
have the Sedar at their house this year. ItOs their brst
time, and as the couple work side-by-side, preparing
the meal and setting the table, they simultaneously
realize, horror of horror, that they donOt own a Sedar

Plate! In a panic, the

woman (a Sister
hood Member, of
course) calls her

friend for help. Her
friendOs suggestion?
Go to the temple
and get a gorgeous
Sedar Plate at the
Sisterhood store.
The husband imme-
diately jumps into
his car, drives the
speed limit to CBE,
purchases a Sedar
Plate, and the day is
saved.
Sisterhoodies:
Ahhhhh, vyes. The
Sisterhoodie Sale
continues. You might think, navy is not really my
color. Or, perhaps youOre not a huge fan of hoodies.
IOve had both of these thoughts. However, | went
over to a friendOs house last weekend and every
thing changed. It was a cold day, but my friend was
cozy and comfortable because she was decked out in
her Sisterhoodie. | thought to myself, Owow, thatOs
one smart & stylish woman.O Our Sisterhoodies are
the perfect present for yourself and for your favorite
personNcall Eve Aronoff today to place your order!
978"929"0876

Shabbat OnegOs: DonOt forget to take matters into
your own hands by choosing the date that works for
you to host a Shabbat Oneg! 1tOs a joyous way to em
brace Shabbat. Contact Judy Budiansky at
978"263"3061

Take care, be well and stay in touch.! !
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Donations

The congregation thanks our members, their relatives and friends,
and the larger community for donations recently receivedE

To the General Fund from:

Amy & Bill Jackson, in honor of Jennifer
Gurvits, on the occasion of Ben becoming
a Bar Mitzvah

Shelley & Marshall Schribman, in
commemoration of Robert GrappelOs
birthday

Bobbie, Emil, Michael & Marissa Chiauzzi,
in memory of BobbieOs father, Bill Cohen,
and with thanks to Rabbi Mintz & Naomi
for all their support through BobbieOs
treatment, and the loss of her father

The Chiauzzi Family, in honor of their
friends, family, and CBE, for all of the
support they have given the family
throughout the year

Sandy & Honi Chapnick, in memory of
Milton Harris, Don HarrisO father

Les & Judy Kramer, in memory of Irving
Budiansky, Gary BudianskyOs father

Les & Judy Kramer, in memory of Antonia
Hanstein, Judi Hess® mother

Jonah & Pam Laufer, in 